STATEMENT FOR RELEASE BY SENATOR SAM NUNN,
CHAIRMAN, SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
(July 19, 1993)

PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ON GAYS AND LESBIANS IN THE ARMED
FORCES
The President today announced his policy concerning the service of gay men
and lesbians in the armed forces. My initial reaction is positive because the
policy appears to set forth standards of military conduct that are consistent with
traditional military practice and the interim policy which President Clinton
announced on January 29, 1993. I want to make sure, however, that the Armed
Services Committee has a clear understanding of the basic policy, procedures,
and guidelines. I intend to reserve my final judgment until the Committee has
had the opportunity to review the details of the proposal and until the Committee
receives testimony from Department of Defense officials. I know that this has
been a challenging issue for the President. He has deeply held views on the
need to provide opportunities for all individuals to serve our nation in some
capacity. The policy announced by the President and issued today by the
Secretary of Defense also reflects an appreciation for the unique conditions of
military service, and for the fact that the rights of military personnel are
necessarily different from the rights of persons in civilian society. A detailed
review of the policy issued today by the president undoubtedly will lead to a
number of questions concerning interpretation and implementation. The
Committee on Armed Services will conduct a hearing on the President's
announced policy on Tuesday, July 20, 1993, at 11:00 a.m. in 106 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building. At that time, we will hear from the Secretary of Defense
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Committee will accept written testimony from
any individual or group wishing to submit matter for our consideration during
Committee markup, Senate floor debate, or conference on the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994.

